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INTRODUCTION 
The year was yet another year of great success in the exploitation of the fishery resources. 
The total catch landed was estimated at 108,400 metric tons, worth approximately 77.2 million 
shillings at the lake shore, and about 220 million shillings in the retail market. This compared 
favorably with the 1967 catch of 97,000 metric tons, worth approximately 62 million shillings on 
the lake shore and 140 million shillings in the retail market. The 1968 catch exceeded the 1967 
catch by 11400 tons, in 1971 by 2,800 tons. Most of the fish was consumed within Uganda, 
where consumption showed a further increase and was estimated at 13kg per head of population. 
                  The largest  increase in fish production were obtained in lake Kyoga region, where 
the Nile perch and Tilapia nilotica fisheries were still expanding, and were there was an 
intensification of fishing. Adaption of better fishing methods, the acquisition of improved fishing 
craft, and availability of markets, greatly stimulated fishing in the region, particularly in the 
Lwampanga area. Other increase  in fish production  were also recorded from the minor lakes of 
Masaka and Ankole  districts, as was that of lake Wamala and West Mengo districts,Great 
encouragement was  given to exploitation of dam fisheries, particularly in Lango,Bukedi,Masaka 
and Ankole districts, which made large quantities of fish available to the people. 
 
There was great activity in the marketing and distribution side of industry.37 people took 
out specific licenses and 6,521 fish mongers were licensed by the different administrations and 
town councils. Export of fish, however, amounted to only 2,658 tons, while imports of fish and 
fishery products, mainly of marine origin, amounted to only 219 tons. The once very prominent 
Congolese export market was still in a state of Congolese, and absorbed only sporadic sales of 
fish alternative of the industry 
 
Markets were, however, found within Uganda, particularly in the urban areas, while the 
increasing use of pick-ups for transport of fish made it more readily available in the more remote 
areas. The Kampala market was particularly brisk and absorbed great deal of fish from the lakes  
Edward/ George area, and at times the processing factories in this region ran into great 
difficulties with regard to  finding raw materials, since itinerant fishmongers offered much higher 
prices for fish than the factorises,with their considerable overhead costs, could  afford to pay 
Large quantities of fish flowed  through markets, particularly in urban areas, through the year 
and at times this brought about handling and storage problems ,especially for  fresh fish. Lack of 
cold storage and icing facilities often resulted in fluctuating prices between morning and 
evening, would sell their fish at the lowest of prices, simply in order to dispose of it. 
 
The department continued its work on fishing gear development on lakes Kyoga, Victoria and 
Albert, Investigations into the haplochromis and Nile perch stocks on lake  Victoria,deepm water  
fishing on lake Albert and commercial fish pond production in Kigezi district. Results so far 
obtained in these fields are reported on in the pertinent sections of the report. 
 
In order to bring the services of  the department nearer the people  of Uganda, a new  station  was 
opened in Masaka to be in charge of fisheries of lake Victoria West of Entebbe  ,including the 
Sesse Islanda,and also  to be responsible  for the development of the fisheries of the minor lakes 
and dam fisheries in Masaka and Ankole district which  could be more conveniently 
administered from the fisheries department  Kichwamba office. For the better development and 
control of the Albert Nile Fisheries station in Arua which, because of shortage of staff, had to be 
closed in 1961 
STAFF 
Headquarters staff comprised the chief fisheries officer and one senior fisheries officer. 
However, late 
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in the yea~, a n~w Senior Fisheries Officer~s post was 
acquired in Headquarters, and one Fisheries Officer was 
recruited from the field to fill this position. Acquisition 
of this post will greatly hasten the day-to-day work in 
Headquarters, and will also assist in drawing up and 
evaluating development projects which originally had 
inevitably to fall upon one man's shoulders whenever one 
of the officers in Headquarters was away on safari or 
attending an overseas conference~ 
In the field, 9 Fisheries Officers operated in the 
various regions at different times. They were assisted 
by 3 Fisheries Development Officers, 3 Assistant Fisheries 
Development Officers and 100 Fisheries Assistants and 
Fish Guards; there was also a nunber of Technical Assistance 
personnel who are specifically referred to in the appropriate 
sections of this Report. 
The clerical staff consisted of the Higher Executive 
Officer, Personal Secretary, 2 Senior Clerical Officers 
and 12 Clerical Officers and Assistants. 
Obituaries: It is with great regret that we report the 
deaths of the following Departmental personnel: 
Mr. F. C. M. Ngarama,	 Fisheries Development Officer (Tech­
nology) died suddenly at Kichwnma 
on 21st September, 1968. 
Mr. S. Rubanga, Fisheries Assistant Grade II, died at 
Entebbe on 2nd November, 1968. 
Mr. N. Jatandi, Driver, died at Entebbe on 11th October, 
1968. Mr. Jatandi had served with 
the Department for over 11 years, 
and was liked by all with whom he 
worked. 
The Department would like to convey its condolences to all 
the relatives of the above-named personnel. 
THE FISHERIES TRAINING INSTITUTE 
The Fisheries Training Institute, which became 
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operational in October, 1967, was officially opened by
 
HE The Vice President/Minister of AniMal Industry, Game and
 
Fisheries, the Hon. Mr. J. K. Babiiha, M.P., on 24th February
 
1968. The colourful ceremony was attended by several
 
Ministers, Diplomatic Corps officials, representatives from
 
Kenya and Tanzania, prominent personalities fn Uganda, and
 
representatives from the fishing community.
 
The Institute has since gone through a period of rapid 
development, and has admitted students, not only from Uganda, 
but also from Kenya, Botswana and the Sudan. In June 1968 
the Institute absorbed the Boat-building section of the 
Kichwamba Technical School near Fort Portal. This brought 
with it some 58 students at different stages of their four-year 
boat-building course, making the total student population at 
the Institute 81. The transfer was rapid and, indeed, 
brought with it certain problems. There was an immediate 
need for doubling-up in living accommodation, dining room 
facilities, provision of workshop, classroom and entertainment 
facilities. The locally-recruited boat-building instructors 
did not have any accommodation whatsoever. I am glad to 
report, however, that, despite all these difficulties, the 
Institute has been able to get through these initial stages 
without too much trouble. There has been considerable 
doubling-up in rooms, particularly with the most junior 
students; the Departmental boat-building shed has, with a 
certain amount of over-crowding, provided practical working 
space, and the students have had to live with as little 
entertainment in their spare time as possible. The boat­
building instructors should, in particular, be commended for 
their patience and cheerfulness in somewhat sub-standard 
temporary dwellings they have had to occupy for a lengthy 
period of time. Due to shortages in staff, however, some 
of the subjects that had been included in the syllabus, 
e.g. Mechanical Engineering, were not taught. We were,
 
however, fortunate in obtaining the services of
 
Mr. C. C. Tait, under the FAa/aPEX programme, who has been
 
able to initiate the Gear Technology course.
 
The Institute received a donation of technical books 
from Britain on the Commonwealth African Assistance Plan, 
for which the Department was most grateful, and was equally 
fortunate in playing host to an exhibition of Fisheries 
books organised by the British Council, which was opened 
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by HE The Vice President/Minister of Animal Industry, 
Game and Fisheries, the Hon. Mr. J. K. Babiiha. The 
library is still in its very formative stages, and continues 
to rely on services offered by organisations such as the 
Uganda Schools Library. 
LEGISLATION 
The ~ajor changes in the Fish and Crocodiles Act, 
introduced in 1967, were reinforced by four Statutory 
Instruments. No. 24 of 1968 introduced Fishing Vessel 
Licence fees on both the Albert Nile and Lake Wamala. 
Nos. 91 and 92 of 1968 fixed the number of nets permitted 
per vessel, and the number of Fishing Vessel Licences on 
Lake Wamala, while No. 118 of 1968 regulated the mesh 
sizes of nets used for fishine on Lake Wamala. 
Licensing of fishing vessels was carried out 
successfully, and it is estimated that 75% of the vessels 
were licensed. Difficulties, however, often arose in the 
licensing of non-citizens of Uganda, particularly the 
Jaluos of Kenya, who often claimed to be Luos of Uganda, 
and thus avoided taking out Special Licences in their 
behalf. Fishmongers and Specific Licences also needed 
much more clarification, as these often led to confusion. 
• 
FISHERIES BY REGIONS 
Lake Victoria Region 
It has been mentioned earlier that this region was 
divided into eastern and western sections during the period 
under review. However, it is convenient, for the time 
being, and for the purpose of this report, to treat the 
two sections as one. 
The Uganda section of Lake Victoria offers the 
largest fishing grounds to Ugandan fishermen. During 
1968, 1,531 fishermen were licensed on this lake, and 
this was estimated to ~e 70% of the total number of \~~~ ~ ~\~~ 
active fishermen. Complete licensing was somewhat 
difficult to achieve, due to the nature of the shoreline 
which made certain areas inaccessable, and the scattered 
islands, which would have made the exercise too expensive. 
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The total catch for the Uganda waters of Lake Victoria 
in 1968 was estimated at 40,500 tons, valued at approxi­
mately 79.4 million shillings on the lake shore. There 
was a marked increase in fishing activities at the various 
landings. 
Kiyindi: At Kiyindi, there was an increase in the 
population, resulting from the closure of the landing at 
Kabugoga, due to the break-down in communications to that 
landing. Improvements in the access road to Kiyindi, 
including the introduction of a bus service, made it more 
•
conveniently access4ble, and enabled larger quantities of 
sooked fish to be channelled from the Buvuma and Kome 
Islands to markets in Buikwe, Lugazi and Jinja. 
Majanji: Majanji fish landing was honoured to receive a 
visit from HE the President of Uganda, Dr. Milton Obote, 
during his 'Meet the People' tours, and he observed great 
activities of fisheroen at the landing. The total 
catch at this landing exceeded 5,000 tons. A smoke house 
was erected and demonstrated to the fishermen at the 
landing, but fishermen "had not shown great enthusiasm in 
its use. The smoke house, however, could be of great 
value, particularly in the smoking of fish that cannot be 
disposed of in anyone day. There were some difficulties 
with regard to the licensing of fishermen, as a large 
number of Kenyan fishermen operate from this landing, and 
were unwilling to pay the special licence fee as required 
by the Fish and Crocodiles Act. 
Fishing Gear Development: The Fisheries Department 
staff continued their work on fishing gear development 
on Lake Victoria, and were fortunate in receiving the 
services of ~r. T. S. Bjerke, a Canadian Master Fisherman, 
who arrived in October on a Canadian International 
Development Agency assignment for a period of two 
years. 
Nile Perch: Experimental fishing for Nile Perch showed 
a further spread, and a building up of stocks. Returns 
from commercial catches indicated that over 500 tons of 
Nile Perch were landed in the waters of Lake Victoria, 
east of Entebbe, and at Masese alone, over 100 tons were 
landed. 
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Haplochromis: Population studies of Haplochromis 
continued in conjunction with the United Nations Develop­
ment Programme Special Fund project staff, and the East 
African Freshwater Fisheries Research Organisation staff. 
Canning of this fish was re-organised, and the project 
was particularly enhanced by the arrival of a Fish 
Canning Expert, Dr. E. Hess, in October, under a 
Canadian Executive Service Overseas arrangement. He 
stayed for six months, and canned several thousands of 
tins, which were to be used for a market survey. 
Dr. Hess completely re-organised the canning operations, 
trained staff and left recoDDcndati0nG for cannine procedure in 
future work, as well as suggesting some modifications 
in the canning equipment. 
Minor Lakes: The minor lakes of the Lake Victoria Region, 
which comprise the Kooki complex and lakes of Ankole 
District, have received little attention in the past, 
due to shortages of staff and poor communications. 
However, with the establishment of a new Fisheries 
Department office in Masaka, DepartQental staff were 
able to make more frequent visits to this area, in order 
to initiate new development projects. The largest of 
the lakes is Kijanebalola, with an estimated fishing 
population of 200 operatives. It has a flourishing 
fishery based on Clarias, Protopterus, Tilapia nilotica 
and Haplochromis. Licensing was atteQpted on this lake, 
but it was not very successful, due to the fact that 
Fisheries staff were new to the area, and fishermen 
need a certain amount of convincing and persuasion before 
they will voluntarily apply for Fishing Vessel Licences. 
llowever, fishermen on Lakes Kachira, Nakivali and Mburo 
were more used to the licensine procedure, and were, there-
I 
fore, more responsive. From all the minor lakes, pro­
duction was estimated at 3,300 tons of fish, most of which 
was consumed within the area, although some of it found 
markets in Mbarara and Masaka. 
Lake Wamala: The estimated catch for this lake was 6,500 
tons, which shows a decrease of 500 tons over the figure 
for 1967. This may not, in fact, be a real decrease in 
production, but simply the result of new regulations which 
curtailed the number of fishermen and number of nets per 
fishing vessel, which caused a reduced effort. Most of the 
fish was sold fresh or smoked, to Kampala market. Fishing 
villages on this lake were in a depl~rable condition, as were the 
poor access roads, which, in the rainy seaspn, were impassable. 
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Lake Kyoga RegiQn 
The progress in this region, observed in recent 
years, was maintained throughout 1968. The total catch 
was estimated to be of the order of 32,500,tons, as 
compared with 25,900 tons in 1967, an increase of about 
25%. Of this, 77% of the catch was contributed to by 
Nile Perch and Tilapia nilotica, both of which are 
introduced species in this region. Lwampanga, Namasale 
and Labori areas all more or less doubled their production 
when compared with 1967 figures. This was due to some 
e~tent to the movement of fishermen into more favourable 
areas of the lake. Lwampanga was rapidly becoming a 
large centre for the purchase of fish for the Kampala 
market, and many fishermen from Akokolo, Nabieso and, to 
a certa~n extent, Namasale, landed their fish in Lwampanga 
where prices were high and the demand for fish also guaran­
teed. 
There was a complete shift from small mesh nets to 
larger mesh nets of j inches and above, in the more open 
aveas, as these were more suitable for catching large Nile 
Perch and Tilapia nilotica. This explains, therefore, 
the absence of Tilapia variabilis and Tilapia esculenta 
at most of the landings, although, in swampy areas, where 
smaller mesh nets are still used, i.e. in Serere, Kaeulu, 
Kumi and Kobwin; these species are caught in greater 
quantities • 
Nile Perch became more regular in catches on Lake 
Salisbury, w~ere it is estimated that over 35 tons were 
landed. This would seem to indicate that this species 
is becoming more established in this lake, and that the 
fishermen are now more aware of its exis~ce. Elsewhere, 
in the smaller lakes and enclosed swamps, although Nile 
Perch was being caught, it did not appear in commercially 
explQitable numbers, althou~h its spread was evident. 
2,173 fishermen were licensed in the region during 
the year, bringing in a revenue of ~ 62,720/-. This 
still left some areas not thoroughly covered 1 and a large 
number of non-Ugandans were not licensed. Licensing was 
followed up with a series of patrols during which several 
unlicensed canoes were confiscated or destroyed. After 
r 
- 10 ­
the patrols, a large number of fishermen visited the 
Fisheries Office in Soroti to obtain Fishing Vessel 
Licences, often claiming that they were not aware of 
licensing dates and places. 
Subsidy Scheme: The subsidy scheme did not operate 
in this region as efficiently as in the previous year, 
mainly due to the late release of funds. The Bugondo 
boat-builders constructed only 7 boats, and spent Qost 
of their time idle or building cheap boats of inferior 
materials. 
MarketinG: Demand continued to exceed supply, and prices 
for fish increased, particularly at those landings 
which have good access roads to major towns. Several 
pick-ups visited the various landings to carry away 
fresh fish. At landings without good access roads, the 
fish was smoked and later marketed as transport was 
available. A Kenya buyer regularly visited Bugondo 
landing with a refrigerated truck and bought fish, 
mainly Nile Perch, for filleting in Kisumu. 
Table II shows the estimated catch of fish from 
Lake Kyoga. 
•
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Lake Albert and ~he Albert Nile Region 
Total production'for this region was estimated to 
be about 13,490 tons, worth approximately 8.8 million 
shillings on the lake shore. Catches were generally 
good in the first part of the year, but fishing 
activities were greatly reduced in May, June and July, 
due to the non-availability of salt for processing fish. 
Although the salt became available in August, it was 
quite expensive, and fishermen had already suffered 
considerable loss of earnings. 
Wanseko: Developments at Wanseko were slow, and it was 
not possible to gazette the landinG as a trading centre, 
as had been expected. The fish stores that had been 
expected to be completed by May, were, in December, still 
under construction, as the District Administration had 
had difficulties in recruiting masons, and when these 
were eventually recruited, they were not of a particularly 
good standard. 
• 
Boat-building: During the year, the three boat-building 
firms at Wanseko constructed 27 canoes on the subsidy 
scheme, but there were considerable delays in the 
construction of these canoes, as the funds for the 
Subsidy Scheme were released late, and this, in effect, 
caused retardation in the development of boat-building, 
as fishermen were often unwilling to place orders before 
they were sure that funds would be available under the 
Scheme. One of the firms constructed two Kange Mark II 
canoes for the Department from pressure-impregnated 
timber. The purpose was to test the effect of this timber 
treatment to the life of the boat. The boats were to be 
tried in as difficult conditions as possible. One, built 
in Celtis timber, suffered considerable mis-treatment 
at Rhino Camp, where it was submerged, but at the end of 
the year, it still had not shown any signs of dry rot. 
Bugungu and Butiaba area: Throughout the year there 
was an apparent improvement in the Congo market for fish 
from this area, and fishermen in Wanseko increased their 
ratio of 2%" : 3" nets considerably, as theoecaught fish 
of suitable sizes for salt-cure for the Congo market. 
Exact quantities of fish sold to the Congo from this area, 
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•
 
however, are not known, as, due to the eacondcant of the
 
more efficicient Fisheries Assistants for training at the
 
Fisheries Training Institute, the Assistants left in the
 
field were less capable, and statistics were not properly
 
collected. As catches fell off in the latter part of the
 
year, a large number of fishermen from Wanseko migrated
 
to Tonya and Kaiso, where there were also prospects of
 
the Bwamba market via Ntoroko.
 
Tonya-Kaiso area: The main landings ln the area comprise 
Tonya, Kabanda, Rwentale and Kaiso. At Rwentale, most 
fishermen used 2%11 - 3" mesh nets, and salted their fish 
for the Congo market, whereas at the other landings, 
fishermen employed larger mesh nets for Tilapia, Synodontis 
and Lates, which were smoked or sun-dried, and sold locally • 
The presence of a fish buyer in Butiaba for the Congo market, 
however, encouraged fishermen at the other landings to use 
2%" mesh nets which were, therefore, becoming more numerous 
at these landings. 
Ntoroko area: In recent years, a considerable number of 
unruly people have moved into the Ntoroko area to the 
border of the Congo, and also the Semliki Delta area, from 
where they fished illeeally, stole nets and other fishing 
equipment, and also poached crocodiles. The Regional 
Fisheries Officer has spent considerable time enforcing 
law and order, and, with the assistance of the District 
Commissioner for Toro and other law-enforcing agencies, has 
managed to eradicate these elements .by demolishing the 
illegal fishing villages they had established, and re­
settling them in Rwengara, which then became a village of 
some importance. This, then, allowed the fishery at 
Ntoroko to develop in peace without the threat of net­
thieving, and the Fisheries Assistant was able to patrol 
the area in more safety without the fear of being attacked 
by these unruly elements. 
Conditions having improved, fishing was active, and 
it is estimated that over 1,030 tons of fish, salted and 
sun-dried, were marketed from Ntoroko during the year. 
This quantity, however, included some fish brought to 
Ntoroko from such areas as the Kaiso-Tonya area. 17 fish­
mongers were engaged in buying fish at Ntoroko, 5 of whom 
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bought for the Congo market and the rest for the Bwamba 
market. Ntoroko is a thriving fishing community, but 
lacks such facilities as schools, a dispensary and a bus 
service to .Fort Portal. Provision of such facilities 
would further enhance the development of fisheries in the 
region. 
• 
Panyimur area: 250 fishermen were licensed in Panyimur 
area, and these landed over 3,000 tons of fish, most of 
which found markets in Arua and Gulu. Large numbers of 
Congolese were engaged in fishing activities in the area 
around Panyimur, though they often evaded being licensed 
as laid down in the Fish and Crocodiles Act. Large 
numbers of Kenyans brought in fish from Lake Rudolph, and 
sold it either to fishmongers in Panyimur or direct to the 
market in Arua • 
• 
Albert Nile area: For the first time, a fishing vessel 
licence fee was introduced in this region. This was not, 
at first, clearly understood by the fishermen, who resisted 
it. However, after careful explanation, they agreed to 
some payment of the fee and 135 fishermen were licensed 
on the Albert Nile, during the period under review. The 
fishing fleet on the Albert Nile is almost entirely com­
posed of dug~out canoes, but it is hoped that the existance 
of the Fisheries Department staff in this area will assist 
in the introduction of new ideas about modern and more 
efficient boats which may be adapted by the fishermen, 
particularly with the assistance of the Fishing Boat 
Subsidy Scheme. 
It is estimated that over 1,500 tons of fish were 
landed on the Albert Nile, but collection of statistics 
was not complete as the landings are widely scattered, and 
the staff insufficient in the area. Several launch trips 
were made along the Albert Nile between Panyimur and Nimule 
in search of the Water Hyacinth, but none was sighted. 
Crocodiles: The crocodile skin industry remained as 
popular as ever. 67 licences were issued to crocodile 
hunters and dealers, but caution was exercised in this 
respect, as there was a great deal of poaching from National 
Parks and Game Reserve, particularly in the Murchison Falls 
National Park. A large number of crocodile skins were 
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also imported into Uganda, from both the Sudan and the 
Congo. Invariably these were re-exported to other 
countries. Work continued at Kajansi Experimental 
Station on the rearing of crocodiles in captivity, and 
vital statistics were taken on these reptiles, as it 
was hoped that this would form the basis for a crocodile 
farming scheme then under consideration. 
Table III shows the estimated catch of fish from 
Lake Albert • 
• 
• 
TABLE III
 
TOTAL 1,202 2,050 1,300 2,600 1,500 8,652 
Panyimur and the Albert Nile 4,840 
(Details for species not available) 
GRAND TOTAL 13,492 
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Lakes Edward/George and the Kazinga Channel 
• 
Production of fish from this region was estimated 
at 13,000 tons, showing only a slight increase over the 
1967 catch. Fishermen on Lake Edward had considerable 
difficulties with Congolese fishermen, who often stole 
boats, engines and nets from them. On a few occasions, 
Uganda fishermen were reported to have been operating 
in the Congolese waters, and were arrested by Congolese 
authorities, who often demanded large sums of money for 
the fishermen and equipment to be released. Rwensama, 
as usual, was most active with regard to fishing, but 
it also suffered more from the Congolese fishermen's 
activities • Katwe was rather slack, and most boats 
registered at Katwe operated at some other fish landing, 
where business was more active. Kishenyi still suffered 
difficulties of access to the landing, due to water 
cabbages, although the construction of a floating pier 
had started to overcome this problem. 
• 
On Lake George, poachinG continued, although fishermen 
at Mahyoro and Kashaka showed some signs of co-operation 
with Fisheries staff in its efforts to combat this practice. 
135 unlicensed canoes were destroyed on Lake George, and 
a large quantity of nets of mesh sizes less than 5 inches 
were confiscated. Where possible, culprits were sentenced 
in Courts of Law • 
The processing factories continued to operate, 
although great difficulties were experienced with competition 
from itinerant fishmongers from Kampala. A large quantity 
of fish was smoked and disposed of to towns like Kampala, 
Mbarara, Masaka and Kabale. Due to the almost total 
closure of the Congolese market, only a small amount of 
salted fish was exported to the Congo, and this was 
estimated at under 100 tons. 
Although a boat shed had been completed at Katwe, 
it was only being used by local boat-buil~ers for the 
repair of boats and no new boats were constructed. 
Table IV shows the estimated production of fish 
for this area. 
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FISH FARMING 
Kajansi Experimental Station 
The frequent transfers of senior officers at the 
Station greatly affected the experimental work, and the 
fish fry production ~as reduced to a minimum. However, 
the Station was properly maintained throughout the year; 
fencing round the ponds continued, and some of the channels 
feeding the ponds were lined with cement slabs to avoid 
erosion. 
• 
Growth and sex observations were carried out on 
hybrids of Tilapia leucosticta (male) crossed with Tilapia 
nigra (female). The growth rate was found to be inferior 
to that of hybrids of Tilapia nilotica (female) and Tilapia 
mossambica (male), and the S8X ratio was somewhat imbalanced. 
Hybridisation of various species of Tilapia, i.e. 
T. leucosticta (male) and T. variabilis (female); 
T. mossambica (male) and T. zillii (female); T. nilotica (male) 
and T. zillii (female), was tried, but gave no progeny. 
Hybridisation of T. nilotica (female) and T. mossambica (male) 
was satisfactory, and produced a large quantity of fry for 
distribution. 
• 
Populations of Grass Carp (Ctenophorydon idellus) 
and Giant Gourami were kept at the Station, but no spawning 
was observed or tried. It would appear that at least 
the Grass Carp is still immature, but as far as the Giant 
Gourami is concerned, it may be that the proper techniques 
or the environment may not be suitable for their breeding. 
Bagrus docmac continued to breed freely in ponds 
at Kajansi Experimental Station, although the survival 
rate for the young fry appeared to be low. 
The Crayfish (Procambarus clarkii) bred and spread 
over the Station, doing considerable damage to ponds, 
through their burrowing habits. 
Carp breeding was less successful than in the 
previous year, a fulat that can be accounted for by the 
various changes in staff at the Station, involving the 
more experienced officers in breeding techniques. 
.0 
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Kigezi District 
• 
There seemed to be a renewal of interest in fish 
farming in this area. Large numbers of new ponds were 
constructed, though their sizes still remain small. 
There was great demand for fry and 60,000 fry of Mirror 
Carp and Tilapia hybrids were distributed from the fry 
centres in the district. Kanungu Fry Centre was closed 
down as it was remote and the cost of maintenance was 
high. The fry centre at Kyanamira was under threat of 
closure, due to a landslide. Otters were a menace in 
many areas to fish populations in ponds, and this greatly 
discouraGed fish farmers who had no traps with which to 
catch and kill them. Aquatic weeds (particularly Lemna 
sp. and Potomogeten spp.) were again becoming a problem 
in some of the ponds. 
A demonstration fish culture farm was acquired at 
Kitanga, involving 10 ponds originally belonging to Kitanga 
Parish. The purpose in acquiring these ponds was to 
raise fish for market and to assess the feasibiJity of 
commercial fish farming. The ponds were of varying sizes, 
ranging from ~ - l~ acres, lying in a fertile valley 
where there was an ample supply of water, and where it 
was possible to fill and drain the ponds without much 
difficulty. When they were taken over by this Department, 
the ponds did not have either inlet or outlet sluices, 
and these had to be created immediately, to allow for 
filling and draining of the ponds. A house was erected 
for the accommoda~ion of porters working on the site, 
and for storage of equipment. During its first year 
of operation,.the fish farm proved· quite successful, and 
managed to produce over ~ 1,000/- from the sale of fish. 
The ponds were stocked with Carp and Tilapia hybrids, as 
well as Tilapia zillii. The fish in the ponds were in­
tensively fed with posho and sweet potato tops, which were 
grown on the banks of the ponds. Carp did well, often 
reaching weights of 1 lb. in 6 months. The Tilapia 
hybrids and Tilapia zillii did not do so well, and, in 
most cases, required a longer time to reach marketable 
sizes. 
Mbale District 
In the Mbale area, which comprises Bugisu, Sebei 
• 
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and Bukedi Districts, 145 new ponds were constructed, of 
which 80 were in Bugisu District. There was great 
demand for fish fry. 20,360 fry of both Tilapia hybrids 
and Carp, were produced at Bumageni, but this quantity 
proved to be inadequate. The fish culture programme 
suffered a set-back when the Bumageni Fry Centre, the only 
fry centre in the region, had to be abandoned, as the area 
had been taken over by the Uganda Army. 
Acholi District 
In Acholi District, 72 new ponds were constructed, 
bringing the total to 850 in the district. The breeding 
of fish fry was continued at Gulu Fry Centre, from where 
6,500 fry were 
• 
at this centre 
was far below 
times, was due 
distributed. Although Tilapia hybridisation 
was quite successful, the spawning of Carp 
the requirements of the region. This, at 
to poachers who stole the brood stock, and, 
at times, weather conditions were not suitable for the 
spawning of Carp. 
Ankole District 
• 
In this district, the fish culture programme suffered 
set-backs due to the disablement of the Fisheries Assistant 
in charge. The fry centre at Bushenyi remained only 
under maintenance and care of the porters, and only a 
small amount of fry was spawned and distributed to fish 
farmers. 
Toro District 
In Toro, the Fisheries Assistant continued to advise 
farmers on pond maintenance. 2,200 Carp fry were dis­
tributed to fish 
were cropped with 
Although still on 
to be doing well, 
in fish culture. 
farmers in the district, and 288 ponds 
the assistance of the Fisheries Assistant. 
a small scale, fish farmiDg in Toro seems 
and farmers are becoming more interested 
Minor Lakes of Kigezi District 
Fishing was prosperous on the Bufumbi~o lakes, which 
comprise Lakes Mulehe, Kyahafi and Kayumba. On Lake 
Mutanda, the catches were uneconomical, and the lake is 
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in urgent need of re-stocking. On Lake BunyonYi, 
experimental fishing by selected fishermen revealed that 
stocks of Tilapia were still low, although catches of 
Clarias appeared to be rising. The lake was stocked with 
5,000 fry of Tilapia species and 1,000 fry of Carp. 
However, intensive stocking is still required to bring 
the fish populations in this lake to a commercially 
exploitable level. 
D~M FISHERIES 
• 
A survey of dams was carried out in Lango District, 
to assess their productivity, and to find out how they 
could best be utilised for fish production. llthough 
most dams were found to contain a large quantity of fish, 
the dams were covered with floating and rooted aquatic 
plants, and were, in most cases, not fished. ~lthough, 
in some cases, vegetation cover might have been a hindrance 
to fishing, it was also discovered that local Chiefs have 
been forbidding people to fish these dams. This, of 
course, was wrong, as the dams were stocked for the benefit 
of these people. 
In Masaka and Mubende Districts, da~s were properly 
exploited, although, early in the year, there had been 
some difficulties in the licensing, mainly due to changes 
in administration. Dams in Ankole continued to provide 
good fishing and production from these dams was estimated 
at about 110 tons during the year. 
ANGLING 
The rivers of Mount Elgon, namely the Sipi and the 
Siti, continued to offer good angling for Trout, but 
difficulties of access made it less attractive, and most 
of the fish were being caught illegally by poachers and 
small children. 
Nile Perch on the River Nile, particularly at 
Mbulamuti and Namasagale, was most rewarding to anglers, 
and fish of up to 120 lb. were taken in large numbers. 
On Lake Kyoga several anglers caught good-sized Nile 
Perch, but angling facilities on this lake were not 
readily available. At Butiaba, on Lake Albert, several 
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•	 anglers went fishing for Nile Perch and Hydrocynus with 
varying success. On the shores of Lake Victoria, in the 
Entebbe area, there was increased angling activity, but 
no outstanding catches were recorded in 1968. 
Through the issue of Trout Fishing Licences to a few 
keen anglers for streams on the Ruwenzori Mountains, it 
has been confirmed that the Trout stocked in some of these 
streams are breeding and are in good condition. However, 
populations still remain low, and the streams could not 
be opened to the public, as it was considered that more 
time was still required to allow the Trout populations to 
build up in these streams. 
CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, I would like to express my gratitude 
to all members of staff who have worked so well towards 
the continued proGress and develop~ent of the Fisheries 
Department in 1968. 
(S. N. Semakula) 
CHIEF FISHERIES OFFICER 
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